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Hitherto biath the Lord helped us. 1 Sam. 4. 12.
When I came to Troas to preach Chriff's Gofpel—a door was
opened unto me of the Lord. 2 Cor, 2. 12,
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ETERNAIL God, the High and Lofty
§ One, whole Name 1s Ho]y, and Wwho
art wirh them that are of a contrite and
humble tpirit, though thou dwelleft not 1n
Trmp -s made with hands s accept the Obla-
tions off red unto thy Divine Majefty in
this H :ufc, which, wnh the deepeft reve-
rence, we now dedicate to thy fervice. And
we humbly befeech thee, O Father of mer-
cies, to have a gracious refpect to the prayers
2Aorations and prailes which thy fervants,
ih 1l here continue to preient unto thee : and
that we m*y’ obtain ‘our petitions help us
always toatk {uch things as fhall pleafe thee;
and to thew forth thy praile not only with
our lips, butin our lives, by giving up our=
{:1ves to thy fervice, and by walking before
thee in holinefs and rwhteoufnefs all our
d-ys, through  Jefus Chrift our Lord; m
whole holy name and words we have the
boldunefs to addrefs the as Our Fatper "vb:cf.a
ari in Heaven, &c, A

Amen.
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% 0 ﬁfm’ out thy Light and 1%y Truth ; let them lead me
It them bring me to thy Holy Hill, and to thy

T abernacles.”

7® HIS prayer of David feems to have been made
while he was in exile from the Holy Hill of
"Sion, the City of his God ; from which the malice
of a party, and the cruel hatred and perfecution of
Saul, or of hisown rebellious fon Abfolom, had
forced him. * On’ thefe trying occafions great and
grievous were his feelings, But, what affected him
moft, and filled his pious foul with unutterable
anguith, was, thathis flight deprived him the joy
and happinels of worthipping JEHOV AH in the
Congregation of his Saints. "All other evils he
could have borne; but this he could nnt endure,
no, not for a moment: he groaned and fainted un-
der its preffure ; he cried out with impatient defire
to be delivered from its burthen. “
HE AR his pathetic exclamations. 45 the bart
panteth after the wwater-brooks, [» panteth my foul after
thee O God. My joul thirfteth for God, for the Living
God: when fball I cone and appear "before Godi—H ven
I remember thefe things I pour out my foul inme ;5 for I
had gone with the wultitude, I went with them 10 the
houfe of Gody with the voice of joy and praifey with a
multitude that kept Holy-day. O my God! my foul 1s
caft dotou coithin me : therefore will I remember thee from
the lond of Fordan, and of the Hermonites, from the bill
Mizar —Q fend out ihy Light and thy Truth 5 let them
Jead ey let thein bring me unto thy Holy Hill, and ’fa
o | ) - : {0y
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Tapernacies.  Then will 1 go unto the Altfr of God
ity exceeding joy i vea upon the Harp will I praife thee O
God, wy God !

THIS animated piety of Holy David is not
peculiar to him : it is, in a good meafure, the piety
of all who fincerely love the Root andthe Off jpring of
David, To unite in the Public Worthip of God,
in adoring his Awful Majefty, in finging his Praifeg.
in acknowledging his Goodnefs, 1n unploring his
Mercies, in hearing his Precious Word, in comme-
morating his Love, and 1n renewing their Solemn
Vows and Obligations; thefe Ineftimable Privileges
conftitute their greateft and trueft happinefs in this
world, W hatever their condition or employment
in life, their joy and delight is to come and appear
before God with his people. In their eftimation, One
day{pent thus in his {acred Courtsis better than a Thou-
fand confumed inany other place: and to be debarred
that privilege 1s, to them, an infupportable evil;
an evil by which every other calamity is increafed
and imbittered.

F OR thefe reafons efpecially, Chriftians in all
ages have formedthemfelves into {ocicties under the
diretion of the Minifters of Chrift, and 1n obedi-
ence to his Evangllical Inflitutions; the blefled
Apoftles and their fucceflors having eftablithed the
Public Worthip of God, wherever the Gofpel hath
been received. And herein is to be noted how much
fuperior isthe privilege of Chriftians to that of the
Jews, The latter, for the performance of their
Public Services, were confined to one particular
place and Temple, which they were obliged to vifit
“hree tmes in every vear however remote from their

dwellings ;
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dwellings; but we, fo indulgent and bountiful is
God our Saviour! may build him a Temple
wherever it {hall be moft convenient to ourfelves -
provided with a pure heart and a good confcience,
and with faith unfeigned we prefent ourfelves before
him, we are affured of acceptaice at all times and in
every place. |

HOW long and lamentably. deflitute of the
Sacred Infiitutions of Pure and Undefiled Religion
you have been in this Village, my Chriftian Friends,
it is needlefs to obferve; and how fervently this
Prayer of the Royal Plalmift hath, in fubftance,
been repeated by you. Moft of you alfo were: in
circumflances very fimilar to his : exiled from {our
native homes, and from the Tabernacles. of your.
God, you were here in a.dry and thirfly land where no
Water twas. Hungry and thirfly for the Bread of Life
and for.the Waters of: Eternal Confolation, your fouls
fainted within you, and darted many a fervent Ejacu-
lation to the God of all mergy; that he would be graci-
oully pleafed to fend out his Light and his 2ruth to
lead and bring you once more to bis. Holy Hill, and to bis
Tabernacles : that he would perform his promifes to
make thole who forv in tears to reap in joy; and to
caufe light to {pring up for his aflic¢ted. Church in
darknefs. Were not thefe the pious breathings of

fome among you ?

They were ; and have been remarkably accom
plithed, That Society whofe great employment
for near Ninety Years hath been with an Apoftolic
zeal to propagate the true faith ; and who by Divine
Affiftance, have caufed the Light and Truth of the
Glorious Gof pel of Chrilt to {hine in this Weftern

World
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Vorld Yo brightly as to pierce through evéry dark
-9“:1 angry cloud thatvenerable Somet}r 1N COrpora-
ted by Royal Chearter for the propagartion of the Gof-
pelinths {e and other His Majefty’s Foreign Domi-
nicns, have fent out the Light and Truth’ Of God’s
blefled Word to you. THEFY are the great Inftru-
ments employed by Almighty God to gather you
his poor (heep, [fattered in the durk and cloudy day, nto
one foid, iinder the conduét of a She pherd who
fincerely wifhes he were better quallﬁed for the
important charge ; and whofe daily prayer is, that
he mdy not minifter to any of you 1in vain. You
are 10 longer without.an InftruCor and a guide,
but ‘m.ar cfan..,‘.uyl} a voice. crying, © This is the

zoay, wwalk ye in it.—Q that you may. Il have 2

nezring ear ; and know how to value this blefling 5

z2nd, by 2 {itable improvement of it, give the beit

evidence of your gratitude both 10 God, and to
your Pious Bencfactors: -
But though this more' important neceﬁty was
fupplied and for Eighteen Months paft we have
affembled for the Public Worfhip of God we
nave done it under great inconvenience : Tike ‘oun
Blefled Lord and Mafter who had not where to lay
nis head, we had no decent place, no facred
Tabernacle for his fervice: -For my own part; if I
nad not feen the hard of God among us. difpofing
fo mary to attention and devotion, I muft contefs,
tne unfuitzblerels of our late place of meetm s 1ts

dark confined and comfortlefs condition, would
nave almoft diicouraged me.

DEEPLY 1mpreﬂ§:d with a "cnfe of this great
deficiency, was it not the further Prayer of every

plous
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pious heart that :as our Merciful God had favored
us with his Light and Trath, the Miniftry of his
Everlatting Golpel; he would allo lead and bring us
to his Holy Hill; that he would gractoufly pitch his
Tabernacle and dwell among us as he hathin all pla.
ces- where it hath pleafed his' Infinite Goodnels to
gather to himfelf a Church for the Praife and Glory
of his own-moft Holy Name? Nota day have we
affembled in our formeér gloomy retirement without
fighing forthis additional benefit; without exprefiing
our longing defire and prayer, that this urgent
neceflity might be ‘fupplied.

HERE, alfo we have a fingular anfwer to our
Prayers. This houfe, whofe builder * little thought
how much he' contributed to: the unfearchable
defigns of Providence in building it ; whofe former
inhabitants departed fome months paft, as if im-
pelled by an Invifible Hand to give place to that
Adorable Majefty to whom it.1s now dedicated ;
and which 1s fo commodiouily arranged for the
Sacred purpofe of Public Worthip, is” provided
for us : provided, primarily by the Father of Lights
from qwhom. proceedeth every good and perfelt gift 5 but
immediately by the generous contribution of fome,
whofe names—=May they be written in the Book of
Life with all the peculiar rewards annexed to fuch
virtuous and pious aétions! |
S | In

¥ James Grant, Meréﬁdnt-Ta}'lor," who if he had defigned
it for a Church could hardly have planned it more conven:ently.
It is 3 z feet front, by, 28 feat deep;. built about 6 years ago,
of the beft fquared Timber; 1s put together after the beft
manner; will admit of a Gallery on'three fides, and a {mall
Steeple; ‘both which itis to'have ; and is now, below, very
neatly pewed off fo as to accommodate above 120 perfons,
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IN this modeft building unpolluted by the Mere-
tricious Ornaments of SUperﬁltlon andy like the
Pure Gofpel to whichit is fubfervient, plain ﬁmple
fuited to our wants, we have now aﬁembled to offer’
up our united prayers and praifes ;and, in {o'doing,
to Confecrate it to fuch religious ufe. For, as the
Bread and Wine which we are about to féceive in
Commemoration of our Savior’s Love, though
thev be not Tranfubflantiated or changed by the
praver of confecration, but remain after it no other
than fimple Bread and Wine, are neverthelefs
therebv fet apart from Vulgar Ufe, and facred to
the Euckarifiic Service ; fo this houfe, though it de-
rive no inherent hol mefs or efficacy from our-prefent

devotions, yetis it hereby folemnly fet apart and
dedicated to the honor and fervice of Gaod; "and of

the Lamb, henceforth no more to be confidered in
2 vulgar view but as CHRIST’S CHURCH the
Tal u.;uzr’e in which he has promifed to meet and
blefs us.

AND O!how ineftimable a favor is thls ' Will
the Lord indeed meetwithand blefsusin this place ?
will he condefcend tobe prefentatour imperfect de-
votions? How boundlefs is his Love | How exube-:
rant is his Goodnefs | Surely we muft acknowledge,
with all the-emotions of gratitude, that tbe Lord is
gracsous, and that bis Goodiefs eindureth continvally <
we muft feelit to be not lefs our happinefs and
delight than our privilege and duty to come -and
ﬁrefent ourfelves before him.

AND, if there be any prefent who, need Addl-
tional Arguments, they fhould remember, that our

“vants too, which are many and urgent call loudly
for
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for Affiftance. Not only the protection and blef-
fings of ‘providence ; but the pardon of our daily
infirmities, the perpetualaid of God’s Holy Spirit,
the illuminating yirtue of his facred word, the in-
creafe of our Faith Hope and Charity, our growth
in Grace, our continued advancement in the Chrif-
tian Life, ate all important fubjeéts of -prayer and
fupplication; and therefore very fironginducéments
to frequent this facred place. For firice the great
duty of prayer is performed to more advantage in
Public than in Private ; fince the coals of the ‘Altar,
if fcattered, will deaden, but if united will ‘kindle.
into a glowing flame, it muft be highly proper and
interefting that we aflemble for that Holy purpofe.
AND if to this we add the Divine Command, that
we fhould fo.aflemble, and the Divine Promife, that
where but two or three are adembled in Chrift’s
name he will be in the midf of them, it muft
thew both the expediency and neceffity of fuch a
practice 1f we defire to partake the Divine favor,

- THAT in {ome cafes, a Chriftian may be excu-
fable in abfenting himfelf from Public Worthip, is
admitted : but {uch cafes are few, and always grie-
vous. The faithful foul cannever be ealy undér
fuch circumftances. In thort, as a regular and
devout attendance on the Public Worthip of God
1s one fure characteriftic of a true Chriftian ; foan
oppofite conduct 1s a ftrong prelumption of a dif-
affeCted heart. There cannot be 2 more certain
evidence of irreligion and impiety than the wilful
neglet and contempt of this important duty, -

Let us therefore nof forfake the affembling of ourfelves
fogether, as the manner of too many /s ; but, imitating
the
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the pious zeal of David, thirft and pant.to come
and appear before the Living. God in his Tabernacls.
Let us joyfully embrace every opportunity of : unin
ting 1n thefe facred offices of Religion, that we -may
be knit together in mutual Love, increafing in all
the Social and Chriftian virtues ; and that 5o of
the conirary part, beholding our piety and good
works, mav reproach usnomore. Let the purity and
rectitude of our whole conduét be a witnefs of the
Superior Excellency of our Faith; m all things
endeavouring to approve ourfelves The True 1or-
Shippers, who Worfbip the Fatber in Spirit and in Truth.
Ina word, let us be really and truly what this houfe
1s figuraiively, the Church of Chrit 5 Living flones
butlt up into a Spiritual borfe 5 built upon the foundation
of the Apofiles and Proplets, Jefus Chrift bimfelf being
the chief corner flone; in whom all the building fitly
framed together may grow into an Holy Temple in the
Lerd ; an Habitation of God throughthe Spirit.

BY fuch an exemplary conduct we-fhall do more
effential fervice to the caufe of truth than by any
other means ; fhm%ﬁng as lights 1n the world and
illuminating all around us with. the true knowledge
of the Gofpel of Chnft; and {o perhaps turning
many from Darkuefs to Light, and from.thbe power of
Satan uito God. | -

AND who knows but this may be one of the
oreat ends of Providence in fending us into this
Country. Itiwas certainly the cafe in former times.

¥ hen lirael went in to Egypt, 1t was, partly, to
reprove an ignorant and idolatrous people: when
the Jews were carried captives into Babylon it gave
Daniel
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Daniel and his Companions-an occafion of réclaim-
ing a wicked Nebuchadnezzar : When the Church
of Jerufalem were frattered abroad upon the perfecution
that arofe about Stephen, they travelled far an near
preaching the Lord Jefus: and in later times, when-
ever the Church of Chrift hath been perfecuted and
difperfed, one certain confequence hath been the
enlargement of his Kingdom. Happy beyond
expreffion thall we be, if we Jet our light fo fhine
before men, 1hat they, beholding our good works, may
glorify our Hzavenly Father : for they that be wife fball
fhine as the brightné[s of the firmament ; and they that turn
many to righteonfunefs as the flars for ever and ever.
AND now, let me add, this dayis joyful tous
on three feveral accounts. Firft, asitis the Anni-
verfary of our blefled Lord’s Nativity : Secondly,
as 1t 18 the day on which, having finifhed the great
‘Work of Redemption, he arofe triumphantly from
the dead : and Thirdly as it commences our more
decent and orderly Worfhip ; and opens the Firft
Proteftant Church in the province of Canada. This

happy conc?_rrence of circumftances is, I truft, an
indicatton of our future profperity. o 1
MAY the Gracious Igjifpcf)fer grf all “Léhﬁ{lakc
it {0 indeed. May his Divine Bleffing, without
which their Labor is but loft that build, reft upon
and defend this little Sion inceflantly. May all
who Worfhip here be refrefhed with the dew of his
Holy Spirit ; and be made joyful in his Houfe of
Prayer. May the Word of Truth here delivered,
fink deeply into the heartsand bring forth fruit
abundantly in the lives of all who hear it, May

this
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this, which is now The Houfe of God, be, to all

who enter into it, The Gate of Heaven ; leading and
brmgmcr them to his Holy Hill, and to his Hmvmz

Fabernacks ; where there is fulnefs of joy, and plmﬁ;res
for ever wmore!  AMEN:
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